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BOUT THE AUTHOR:  Diana Banks is a Mylrea through her motherõs 

family.  Several years ago, she began writing the biography of her great 

great grandfa ther, John Mylrea, who was born on the Isle of Man in 1823.   

 

In the course of researching Johnõs story, she became an accidental authority on a 

variety of Mylrea strands and prepared a series of short histories in an attempt to 

find the web that links th em together.  To date, she has produced narratives about:  

¶ The Fatally Flawed Family of Fildraw 1600 -1800 

¶ The Mylreas of Douglas & District 1600 -1900 

¶ William McYlrea (Ballaugh) 1627 -1692 

¶ Edward  Mylrea snr (Lonan) 1743 -1784 

¶ Nicholas Mylrea jnr (Ballaugh) 17 47-1823 

¶ Three Daniels & a Thomas 1761 -1934 

¶ Thomas Mylrea, Farmer (Braddan) 1788 -1860 

¶ Basil Mylrea, Mariner & Publican (Peel) 1791 -1865 

¶ Philip Mylrea, Stone Mason (Douglas) 1793 -1861 

¶ Frederick Thomas Mylrea, Military Man (London) 1803 -1862 

¶ John Mylrea 1852 -1921 

¶ The Brushmen of Bethnal Green  

¶ Mylreas in 19 th  Century Lancashire  

 

This particular story , about the Thomas Mylrea who was born in Braddan  on the 

Isle of Man in about 1788 , was greatly assisted by information provided by Billee 

Henry of Melbour ne (Aust ralia) , a descendant of Thomas through his oldest 

daughter, Elizabeth.   It is a fitting coincidence that 1788 was also the year that the 

first fleet landed on Australiaõs shores and over two hundred years after his birth, 

that Thomasõs Australian great gre at grand daughter is helping to tell his story.   In 

England, Geoff Mylrea Kneen, another of Thomasõs descendants through his third 

daughter Mary , has filled in some of the history of her family.  Finally, Bill Mylrea 

in Cape Town, a descendant of Thomas t hrough his youngest son, William , shared 

his memories and knowledge with warmth and generosity.   A great debt of thanks is 

due to these three descendants of Thomas, the farm er of Braddan.  

 

Diana began her professional life as a teacher in central Queenslan d, went on to 

become a scholar at several Australian universities, and later a senior bureaucrat in 

Federal government circles.  She has postgraduate qualifications from both 

Melbourne University in Australia and Harvard in the United States and is an 

experienced writer although the Mylrea narratives are her first foray into biography.  
 
 

A 



 

 

 

  



5   THOMAS MYLREA  (BRADDAN, 1788)                       July, 2014 

 

CONTENTS 
 

THOMAS the Farmer ....................................................................................................................... 9 

A Rural Family ........................................................................................................................... 9 

THOMASôs FOREBEARS ............................................................................................................. 13 

His grandparents ....................................................................................................................... 13 

The Ballacooiley Estate ............................................................................................................ 15 

The Mystery of Airey-ween ..................................................................................................... 16 

ELIZABETH................................................................................................................................... 19 

The Children ............................................................................................................................. 19 

­ James Conwell................................................................................................................ 19 

­ Elizabeth Conwell .......................................................................................................... 20 

­ Margaret Ann Conwell ................................................................................................... 20 

THOMAS jnr .................................................................................................................................. 23 

The Children ............................................................................................................................. 23 

­ Jane ................................................................................................................................. 23 

­ Mary Elizabeth ............................................................................................................... 24 

­ John Thomas .................................................................................................................. 24 

­ William ........................................................................................................................... 24 

­ Philip Caine .................................................................................................................... 25 

JANE ............................................................................................................................................... 29 

PHILIP ............................................................................................................................................ 33 

The Children ............................................................................................................................. 34 

­ Philip Crebbin ................................................................................................................ 34 

­ Margaret Ann ................................................................................................................. 34 

­ Sarah Jane ....................................................................................................................... 35 

­ Susanna Mary ................................................................................................................. 35 

­ Agnes Eleanor .............................................................................................................. 35 

­ Daniel Thomas ............................................................................................................... 35 

­ Alfred William ............................................................................................................... 36 

MARY............................................................................................................................................. 37 

WILLIAM  ....................................................................................................................................... 39 



Medicine Man .......................................................................................................................... 41 

The Children ............................................................................................................................. 42 

­ John ................................................................................................................................ 42 

­ Margaret  ....................................................................................................................... 42 

­ Thomas Daniel ............................................................................................................... 42 

­ William Frederick .......................................................................................................... 43 

­ Elizabeth Jane ................................................................................................................. 43 

­ Frances Emily ................................................................................................................. 43 

MIGRATION .................................................................................................................................. 45 

IN THE PAPERS ............................................................................................................................ 47 

ATTACHMENT 1    WILL OF THOMAS MYLREA, died BRADDAN, 1860 .................... 49 

ATTACHMENT 2    WILLIAM FREDERICK MYLREA .................................................... 53 

ATTACHMENT 3       OBITUARY for WILLIAM CALLISTER  ............................................... 61 

 

 
 
 
 
  



7   THOMAS MYLREA  (BRADDAN, 1788)                       July, 2014 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source:  http://woodsatlas1867.webs.com 

 

NOTE :  The spelling of the  name MYLREA is a major stumbling block in all 
Mylrea  family history research . So far, Iõve come across more than 30 variations 
includ ing  MYBREA, MYHEA, MYBRED, MYBRIA, MYLRIA, MYBREA, 
MYBREY, MI LRAY, MEYLREA, MCYLREAN, MILREA, BYLREA  and 
MACYLLERIAH . 
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THOMAS the Farmer 
(c1788-1860) 

 

he name Thomas was one of the most common in Mylrea family history.  It was 

especially so amongst the Mylreas of Ballacooiley, in the same way that Daniel 

was in the Mylrea Deemster clan, Edward was amongst the descendants of Basil 

Mylrea , and Charles was in the Malew Mylrea families.  

 

Thomas Mylrea the farmer had no surviving record o f baptism so his identify was not 

immediately apparent.  However, a string of clues from three discreet sources leads the 

family researcher to his origins :   

1) ÛÏÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯ ÕÕɯ,àÓÙÌÈɯÞÏÖɯËÐÌËɯÐÕɯƕƜƘƖȮɯÐËÌÕÛÐÍàÐÕÎɯɁÏÌÙɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɂ;  

2)  ÕÕɀÚɯburial record, which was 30 th November 1842, with the notation that she 

was 65 years old when she died (so born c1777); and  

3)  ÕÕɀÚɯbaptism record which notes the event on 1st June 1777, with parents Wm 

McYlrea and Jane Taggyrt (sic).   

 

So Thomas the farmer was the son of William and Jane, and thus the grandson of 

Thomas Mylrea and Margaret Cowin.  

A Rural Family  

Known from the Manx census collectio ns in 1841 and 1851 is that Thomas Mylrea was 

born in 1788 and farm worker in Braddan on the Isle of Man.  In 1841 (aged 53), Thomas 

the farmer was working on Ballaoates farm in Braddan1 and in 1851, he was in his 60s, 

still a farm worker, and living at Ballagarey, also in Braddan.  It would be quite 

reasonable to think that Thomas spent his adult life on the farms of Braddan rather than 

in the town of Douglas itself . 

 

On 7th September 1809, when he was about 21 years old, he married Margaret Cowin in 

Braddan.  Margaret was from the southern parish of Malew 2, the daughter of Thomas 

Cowin and Elizabeth Cotteman.  She was born in 1783, so about 5 years older than 

Thomas.  Such a female-male age disparity was not at all unusual in those days. 

 

 

 
                                                 
1   1841 Census IOM 
2   1851 Census IOM 

T 



Thomas and Margaret had eight children, all born in Braddan between 1813 and 18273: 

ü Elizabeth  (baptised 21st  February, 1813) 

ü Thomas jnr (baptised 7th May, 1815) 

ü Jane (baptised c1816) 

ü Philip  (baptised 23rd February, 1817) 

ü Mary  (baptised 31st January, 1819) 

ü John (baptised 17th June, 1821) 

ü Anne (baptised 22nd December, 1822) 

ü William  (baptised 25th February, 1827) 

 

Two of the children, John and Ann, died during the lifetime of their parents.  John died 

in infancy, buried on 17th February 1822 in Braddan when he was eight months old 4.   

Anne the adventuress went off to Cleveland, Ohio in 18565 where she married farmer, 

Manxman and widower, J ames Boyd on March 30, 18616.  She died the following year 

ÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÉÜÙÐÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ)ÈÔÌÚɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÞÐÍÌȮɯÈÓÚÖɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ(ÚÓÌɯÖÍɯ,ÈÕȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ6ÈÙÙensville 

West Cemetery in Cuyahoga County , Ohio.    

 

 
Source: FindAGrave website 

 

The lives of the surviving six Mylrea children can be tracked from birth to death ,  thanks 

to  the plentiful resources that are now available .  These include 3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯƕƜƚƔɯwill 

(Attachment 1) and the Manx census collections.  Between the six children , there were 45 

children , of whom 35 survived to adulthood . 

 
                                                 
3   LDS IGI for each of the children  
4   Lawson®s BMD website  
5   She travelled on the Cultivator  which landed in New York in November 1856.  Also on board were 

Sophie Taggart and 4 young men all from IOM.  She was listed on the manifest as Ann MILREA aged 

28. [ancestry] 
6     Mulreagh  
 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=11367741&PIpi=66663530
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Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Cowin 

M1809  
 

Elizabeth  

1813  

Thomas 

1815  

Jane 

c1817  

Philip  

1817  

Mary  

1819  

John  

1821  

Anne  

18 22  

William  

1827  

CONWELL CAINE KISSACK  CREBBIN  SHIMMIN   BOYD MYLREA 

Margaret  
James 
Elizabeth 
Margaret Ann  

Jane  
Margaret  
Mary Elizabeth  
John Thomas 
Sarah   
William  
Philip Caine  

Thomas  

William 

Margaret Jane 

Philip  

Sarah Ann 

James  

Edward 

Frederick 

Rebecca  

Robert Frederick  

Philip Crebbin  
Margaret Ann 
Sarah Jane 
Susanna Mary  
Agnes Eleanor 
Daniel Thomas 
Arabella Frances   
Alfred William  

 

 

Thomas  
Ann  
Margaret 
Mary 
Eleanor John  
Sarah Jane  

  

William  
John  
Mary Anne  
Margaret  
William  
Thomas Daniel  
Philip Herbert  
William Frederick 

Elizabeth Jane  
Frances Emily   

 

The children of Thomas and Margaret scattered far and wide on the Isle of Man ɬ to the 

west (Michael), the south (Santan and Malew ) and to the north -west (Andreas).  It seems 

reasonable to ÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɯÈÕËɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯ×ÓÈàÌËɯÈɯÚÛÙÖÕÎɯ×ÈÙÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯ

decisions to move away, not only from Braddan but from the farming life . 

 

When Thomas died in 1860 aged 72, he was living with his daughter Mary Shimmin at 

KK St. Anne (Santan), south of Braddan.  Thomas probably went to live with her after 

his wife Margaret died.  Coincidentally, living next door in Santan was a young man 

named Ceasar Corlett who nearly twenty years later would marry  3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÎÙÈÕËɯ

daughter , Sarah Jane, the daughter ÖÍɯ/ÏÐÓÐ×ȮɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɯÈÛɯ2Ûɯ,ÈÙÒɀÚɯÐÕɯ,ÈÓÌÞ.  

 

Thomas was buried in Braddan on 10th May 18607.  There is no certain record of 

,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɀÚɯËÌÈÛÏ but perhaps she was the Margaret Mylrea buried in Braddan, on 1 st 

January, 1860, aged 72.   

  

                                                 
7   Imuseum online collection:  http://www.imuseum.im  
 

 

 

http://www.imuseum.im/
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THOMASôs 

FOREBEARS 
 

 

ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙȮɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔȮɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÜÙÛÏɯÚÖÕɯÖÍɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɯ,àÓÙÌÈɯÈÕËɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯ

Cowin, William baptised in 1749.   William had married Jane Taggart in Malew in 

1776 when he was about 27 years of age, and although not a great deal is known 

about this couple, there is a list of baptisms in Braddan for seven of their children:  Ann 

(1777), Margaret (1779), William (1781), Ellinor (1783), Daniel (1785), John (1791) and 

Philip (1793).  Of these seven children: 

¶ Ann did not marry  

¶ Margaret married Charles Gale 

¶ William married (?) 8 

¶ Ellinor married John Cowell  

¶ Daniel died soon after his birth & John might also have died although there is no 

burial record  for him  

¶ Philip married Jane Moore 

 

As we now know, William and Jane had another son named Thomas who would h ave 

been their sixth child .  He was born in 1788, after Daniel and before John, and grew up to 

be the farmer in Braddan.   

 

His grandparents 

With William as his father, Thomas was one of the many grandsons of the Thomas 

Mylrea who married Margaret Cowin in  about 1739.    

 

Thomas Mylrea was a weaver.  This tiny scrap of information appears on only one of the 

ÉÈ×ÛÐÚÔÈÓɯÙÌÊÖÙËÚɯÖÍɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÍɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔȭ 

 
                                                 
8 Two families headed by a William Mylrea lived in Braddan at much the same time:  William 

Mylrea & Jane Kewley AND William Mylrea & Elizabeth Clague  

T 



 
 

 

To understand the place of Thomas the farmer in Mylrea family history, it is important 

to determine where his grandfather, Thomas the weaver, came from.  And to do that, a 

certain level of logic mixed with speculation has been applied. 

 

The Theory of Two Marriages 

When Thomas, the husband of Margaret Cowin, died in 1773, the first individual 

identified in his will was a son named Thomas 9:  

  

 

He left his son Thomas sixpence legacy 

Item to his son Philip sixpence legacy 

Item to his son Edward sixpence legacy 

Item to his son William sixpence legacy 

Item to his daughter Margaret sixpence legacy 

Item to his daughter Mary sixpence legacy 

Item to his daughter Anne sixpence legacy 

 
 

EXTRACT FROM THE WILL OF 

THOMAS MYLREA, 1773, BRADDAN, IOM 

 

However, this son was not recorded as one of the children of Thomas and Margaret 

(Cowin) , nor does he reappear in the history of this family , and indication perhaps that 

he lived elsewhere.  Nevertheless, he was evidently 3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÖÓËÌÚÛɯÊÏÐÓËɯÈÕËɯÊÓÌÈÙÓàɯ

alive in 1773, so well into adulthood.   

 

A working hypothesis is that this son named Thomas was actually from a first marriage, 

and that 3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯwife was Margaret Lewn whom he married in Braddan in 1717.  

This couple had two sons, the first named Robert (1718) and then Thomas (1721).  

Margaret Lewn died in 1738, and Robert Mylrea died in about 1754.  Within  two years of 

the death of Margaret Lewn, t he children of Thomas Mylrea and Margaret Cowin 

started to arrive, so it is quite feasible for Thomas the widower to have married again .   

 
                                                 
9   Will of Thomas Mylrea, buried Braddan 22/10/1773.  http://www.mylrea.com.au 

http://www.mylrea.com.au/
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Furthermore, r ecords show that the younger son of Thomas and Margaret Lewn 

(Thomas) was alive in 1848, a resident of Liverpool and married to a woman named 

Mary 10.  And since the older son Robert died in 1754, it is quite possible that the son 

ÕÈÔÌËɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɯÔÌÕÛÐÖÕÌËɯÐÕɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɯ,àÓÙÌÈɀÚɯƕƛƛƗɯÞÐÓÓɯÞÈÚɯthe son from his marriage 

to Margaret Lewn.  The potential weakness in this hypothesis is that Thomas would 

have been over 60 when his last recorded child was born.   

 

There was, as well, some interesting financial activity  by Thomas Mylrea and Margaret 

Cowin across the period 1749-1756.  They mortgaged half of their dwelling house in 

Douglas in 1749 for £7, sold part of the land on which the house stood in 1753 for £2/9/-, 

repaid the loan in 1755, and re-mortgaged the entire house in 1756 for £14.  The timing of 

the first mortgage coincides reasonably well with a time limit set in the 1738 will of 

Margaret Mylrea als Lewn when ÚÏÌɯËÌÊÙÌÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯɁI leave my said husband the benefit of my 

share or part of the houses and gardens and pewter for ten years and then my son Robert McYlrea 

to enjoy the houses and gardens and pewterȭɂɯ Thus her widower was obliged to hand over 

half of his dwelling house to his son Robert in 1748 ɬ unless of course he could buy his 

son out.   

 

So, if Thomas was the widower of Margaret Lewn , and continued to live in the family 

home after he married Margaret Cowin, he either had to surrender half the family abode 

to Robert or else purchase it from Robert.  Perhaps it was this pressure that sparked the 

need to mortgage half the family home in  1749. 

The Ballacooiley Estate 

Thomas (the man who married Margaret Lewn and then (probably) Margaret Cowin) 

was, most likely, the son of Thomas Mylrea and Joney Craine.  He would have been born 

in Ballaugh in about 1690 (no surviving record of baptism).  If this was indeed his 

parentage, then he came from the estate known as Ballacooiley which had been in the 

Mylrea family for  almost a century.   

 

This son survived well into adulthood.  When his parents died, (Thomas in 1711 and 

Joney in 1738), they both made bequests to inter alia their son Thomas, as did several of 

their  children 11. 

 

If Thomas (the man who married Margaret Lewn and t hen (probably) Margaret Cowin) 

was indeed the son of Thomas Mylrea and Joney Craine, then he was the product of a 

second marriage.  As such, he was never destined to inherit Ballacooiley because there 

was a surviving son from ÏÐÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯfirst marriage  and so Thomas was obliged to strike 
                                                 
10    1749 Sale: Thomas Mylrea to Thomas Curlet. SSS Oct 1749 #46.     http://www.mylrea.com.au   
11   Thomas (1711), Joney Mylrea als Craine (1738), William (1713), John (1738) 

http://www.mylrea.com.au/


out on his own.  Perhaps he went to Braddan where his ½ sister Margaret lived.  She had 

married William Clague whose family had the Oolikan estate in Braddan.  When 

Margaret died in 1724, a Thomas Mylrea was a signatory on her Court papers and there 

was only one Thomas Mylrea in the district  at that time.   

 

It might be said that Thomas the farmer of Braddan returned to h is family roots of 

farming, activity apparently abandoned by his father and grandfather.   

 

                                                                                   

Jon 

1630s 

Thomas 

1650s 

Thomas 

1690s 

William  

1749 

Thomas 

1788 
 

 

 

If the hypot hesis about Thomas coming from Ballacooiley is correct, then 1711 marked a 

split in the dynasty .  That was the year when oldest son William remained in Ballaugh 

and took over Ballacooiley and the third son Thomas had gone to the other side of the 

island, to the commercial centre of Douglas.  Such a split was common in Manx families 

when the oldest son inherited the family estate and the others went off to make their 

own way in the world.   It had already happened in th is Ballaugh Mylrea family, when 

nearly a century before, William ( b1627) took over The Dollough estate when his father 

died and younger brother Jon (b1630s) became the tenant of nearby Ballacooiley.   

 

Dynastic splits often have interesting consequences.  As history shows , The Dollough 

Mylrea clan expanded their horizons to provide high -level civil servants in the form of 

Deemsters, Archdeacons and Attorneys General to the Manx people for several 

centuries. And one line of the Ballacooiley descendants remained tied to the land while 

the other established an urban clan in the town of Douglas from which they spread their 

wings to other parts of the world.  

 

The Mystery of Airey-ween 

What was Airey -ween (Eirey-ween)? A district, a farm, a house?  A Manx Notebook lays 

out the evolution of this Braddan  place name:   
Airy Wind.  

1643 Manorial Roll  Nary Ween 

1739 Parochial Visit Airy Wind 

Mx. (Yn) eary veen, ósmooth, or fertile hill-pasture.ô 
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PART OF THE BRADDAN PLAN FROM WOODS'S ATLAS 

Source: A MANX NOTEBOOK 

 

The term made its first appearance in this Mylrea story in the 1738 will of John Mylrea, 

another son of Thomas Mylrea and Joney Craine of Ballacooiley, and putatively the older 

full brother of Thomas Mylrea who married Margaret Lewn (and potentially Margaret 

Cowin).  

  To his godson the Heir of Aairy Ween his part of the steer which was betwixt them. 

 

Its next appearance was in the 1851 census collection where Thomas Mylrea was living 

at Ballagarey, just to the south of Eirey Ween (sic), which was a farm of 132 acres and 

occupied by William Cowley.  

 

Aairy Ween might hold clues, as yet undiscovered, about Thomas Mylrea the farmer 

and his family. This little section was include d in case those clues one day shed more 

light onto the history of this man.  
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ELIZABETH  
(1813-1877) 

 

lizabeth was the eldest daughter of Thomas Mylrea and Margaret Cowin.  O n 

22nd June, 1847 at the age of 34, she married a widower named William Conwell, 

who was a farm laborer like her father.  He had come from the parish of KK 

German but had been born, perhaps, in England. 

 

(ÕɯÛÏÌɯƕƜƙƕɯÊÌÕÚÜÚȮɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯÈÕËɯ$ÓÐáÈÉÌÛÏɯ"ÖÕÞÌÓÓɯÞÌÙÌɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÕÌßÛɯËÖÖÙɯÛÖɯ$ÓÐáÈÉÌÛÏɀÚɯ

parents so William might have been working on the same farm in Ballagarey as his 

father-in-law.  Elizabeth had been lame since birth although what her disability was  was 

not disclosed in the census collection.  In  1842, her aunt, Ann Mylrea, left her t̄he sum 

of twenty pounds and a set of oak drawers with a feather bed, bolster and pillows, two 

quilts, two blankets, two sheets and curtains, round table, square table with drawers and 

two chairsɂ12. 

 

The Children 

Elizabeth and William had four children, the first of whom died in infancy:  

ü Margaret (baptized 1850, buried 16th June 185113) 

ü James (baptized 13
th
 July, 1851) 

ü Elizabeth (baptized 1852) 

ü Margaret Ann (baptized 1855) 

 

In 1861, Elizabeth and her family were living on Ballagaree farm (probably Ballagarey 

and thus the same place as in 1851), in Braddan.   From the 1871 Census of the Isle of 

Man, we find out that Elizabeth had been lame from birth and that the family had  

moved north to nearby Onchan.  Daughter Elizabeth was no longer living with the 

family although she would have been only 19 years of age (she had gone to the UK to 

work as a domestic servant); son James was a shoe maker; and youngest child Margaret 

Ann a flax preparer. 

­ James Conwell 

Somewhere between 1871 and 1881 several changes took place in the Conwell family on 

the Isle of Man: 
                                                 
12    Will of Ann Mylrea 1942.  http://www.mylrea.com.au  
13   Lawson®s BMD website. 
 

E 



1. Elizabeth (Mylrea) Conwell died  in 1877; 

2. James married Sarah Cleator in Braddan  (9th May, 1878); 

3. Almost immediately, James migrated to Wavertree in Lancashire, taking his wife 

and father with him;   

4. )ÈÔÌÚɀÚɯÊhildren, Elizabeth M aude (1879), William John  (1880), and James Cleator 

(1882) were born in England; 

5.  James was no longer a shoemaker, but now worked as a postman in the UK.    

 

But those changes were relatively minor compared to what happened in the 1880s: 

Á )ÈÔÌÚɀÚɯÐÕÍÈÕÛɯÚÖÕɯJames Cleater Conwell died soon after his birth in 1882; 

Á )ÈÔÌÚɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙȮɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯ"ÖÕÞÌÓÓȮɯËÐÌËɯÐÕɯ+ÈÕÊÈÚÏÐÙÌɯÐÕɯƕƜƜƗ;   

Á )ÈÔÌÚɀÚɯÞÐÍÌɯ2ÈÙÈÏɯCleator died i n 1884 when she was just 30 years of age;   

Á )ÈÔÌÚɀÚɯÛÞÖɯÚÜÙÝÐÝÐÕÎɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÞÌÙÌɯplaced in foster care where tiny daughter 

Elizabeth Maude died  in 1885;   

Á James married Arabella Owens in 1886, and little William John came home to live 

with his father and ne w step-mother.   

 

James Conwell, the son of Elizabeth Mylrea Conwell and grandson of Thomas, died in 

England in 1926. 

 

In 1912, the little boy who lost his mother when he was four, William John Conwell, was 

32 years old and a husband and father himself.  He and his wife, Emily Poole, migrated 

to Australia with their young son Robert James Leslie Conwell.  The Mylrea diaspora 

made another inroad into the Australian community.  
 

­ Elizabeth Conwell 

Elizabeth worked as a servant in the home of James and Edward Cottle in Liverpool, 

England.  These men were probably brothers, they were bakers and they had been born 

on the Isle of Man.  Elizabeth married Edward in 1871, and had a total of ten children, of 

whom eight reached adulthood: Edward Alfred, Elizabeth, Edith  H., Ada Gertrude, 

William Alexander, Charles Wilson, Florence L., Daisy, Harold, Ethel.  

 

Elizabeth, the daughter of Elizabeth (Mylrea) Conwell and grand daughter of Thomas 

Mylrea the farmer, died in England in 1933.  

­ Margaret Ann Conwell 

Margaret Ann has l eft no trace after the 1871 census, when she was a flax preparer.   Her 

destiny lay in service or in marriage, on the Isle of Man or in England. There is a 

marriage record for a Margaret Ann Conwell and a Joseph Faragher.  In 1881, Margaret 

Ann Fargher (sic) was listed as having been born in Onchan and she had also given the 
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name Mylrea to one of her sons, both facts providing a strong indication that she was 

indeed from the Mylrea clan.  

 

Joseph Faragher was a stone mason.  The family lived at 34 Farrant St reet in Douglas for 

several decades.  Their home was a short distance from the famous Promenade, and 

today, just a few streets away from the National Manx Heritage Library and Archive .  

 

Margaret Ann and Joseph had 11 children of whom 7 reached adulthood.   

 

Elizabeth Mylrea & William Conwell 

M1847 
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u  
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THOMAS jnr  
(1815-1876) 

 

homas, the oldest son of Thomas Mylrea and Margaret Cowin, became the miller 

at Glen Wylli n, in the parish of KK Michael .  On 7th September 1839, he married 

Mary Elizabeth Cain e in Braddan, their wedding date the 30th anniversary of 

3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɀɯÞÌËËÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯÈÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÉÙÐËÌɯÞÈÚɯÍÐÝÌɯ

years older than the groom .  Mary Elizabeth had been born in Ballaugh in 1810.   

 

Thomas jnr and Mary Elizabeth had seven children:  

ü Jane (baptised 20th May 1840) 

ü Margaret (baptised 3rd April 1842)  

ü Mary Elizabeth (baptised 3 rd February 1844) 

ü John Thomas (baptised 22nd November 1845) 

ü Sarah (baptised 23rd January 1848) 

ü William (baptised 1th March 1850) 

ü Philip Caine (baptised 5th May 1853) 

 

The young couple began married life at Union Mills in Braddan, but moved away to KK 

Michael after the birth of their third child,  Mary Elizabeth, in 1844.  Their second child 

Margaret died when she was 10 and Sarah died a year later at the age of 6.   

 

Thomas the miller died in Michael in 1876, aged 61.  Mary Elizabeth died the following 

year and, like her husband, was buried in Mic hael14. 

The Children 

Four of their surviving five children left the Isle of Man, two for England (Mary 

Elizabeth and William) and two for the United States (Jane and Philip Caine).  Only John 

Thomas remained on the island. 
 

­ Jane married William Callister , a blacksmith, in 1865 and left immediately for the 

United States.  They settled in Queens (New York) , and had five children : Jane, 

William, John, Estelle, and Herbert. They were living on Long Island by the time 

)ÈÕÌɀÚɯmother (Mary Elizabeth) died in 1877, ÍÖÙɯ)ÈÕÌɀÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɯÔÈËÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯ

mention of this in her will  ȹÚÌÌɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɀÚɯÖÉÐÛÜÈÙàɯÈÛɯ ÛÛÈÊÏÔÌÕÛɯƗȺ. 

 
                                                 
14   Wills of Thomas and Mary Elizabeth Mylrea.         http://www.mylrea.com.au 
 

T 

http://www.mylrea.com.au/


­ Mary Elizabeth  married John Caine, a mariner, in Michael in 1865.   Early in the 

marriage, they lived with her parents, Thomas and Mary Elizabeth.  Howev er, 

like so many others, they soon left the island to settle in the UK.  They had five 

children, three born on the Isle of Man and then two in the UK:  John Thomas, 

Ernest William, Francis Philip , Mary Elizabeth, Robert Charles C.  Mary 

$ÓÐáÈÉÌÛÏɀÚɯÏÜÚÉÈÕË, John Caine, died at sea on 27th October 1900, aged 6315 . 

 

­ John Thomas married Jane Stowell in 1880.  In 1881, this young couple was 

living in the same house as cousin Agnes Eleanor Mylrea, daughter of Philip.  

Agnes had married Flaxney Stowell, also in 1ƜƜƔȮɯÈÕËɯ)ÖÏÕɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÞÐÍÌȮɯ)ÈÕÌȮɯ

ÞÈÚɯ%ÓÈßÕÌàɀÚɯÚÐÚÛÌÙȭɯɯ)ÖÏÕɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÈɯÊÖÙÕɯËÌÈÓÌÙȮɯÐÕÍÓÜÌÕÊÌËɯÕÖɯËÖÜÉÛɯÉàɯ

ÏÐÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ×ÙÖÍÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÈÚɯÈɯÊÖÙÕɯÔÐÓÓÌÙ and he was also the managing owner of 

two sailing vessels ɬ Prince Edward and Saint Mary16.  John Thomas died in July 

1893 when his son Thomas was just 11 years old, the same year that the Saint 

Mary foundered and sank in the Irish Sea after a collision on the night of 30th 

November .  His son Thomas Mylrea was presumably the 17 year old boy living 

with Ed ward Stowell in Castletown in 1901, described by Edward as his nephew 

and working as a joiner/carpenter.   3ÏÌɯÉÖàɀÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙȮɯ)ÈÕÌȮɯhad died in 1900. 

 

­ William  married Elizabeth Horsley in 1877 in Barrow, in the Forshaw St Primitive 

Methodist Chapel.  

 

 
 

They were living in Ulverston (Lancashire) by 1891 where William was a baker 

ÈÕËɯÊÖÕÍÌÊÛÐÖÕÌÙȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÕÖɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÈÕËɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛɯ0ÜÈàÓÌȮɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɀÚɯÕÌ×ÏÌÞ 
                                                 
15   Memorial Inscriptions KK Michael Old & New Yards.  IOMFHS 
16   http://www.crewlist.org.uk 
 

http://www.crewlist.org.uk/
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the son of Mary ElizabethȮɯÓÐÝÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÚɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɀÚɯÈ××ÙÌÕÛÐÊÌȭɯɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯËÐÌËɯ

in 1898 at the age of 48. 

 

­ Philip Caine left the Isle of Man soon after both of his parents had died, and went 

to his older brother, William, in Ulverston.  Although he had been a joiner 

(carpenter) in his teens, he was listed as a baker whilst living with William.  In 

1884, Philip C aine married Elizabeth Dickenson in Ulverston, and they soon had 

two sons, Thomas Douglas (born in Liverpool, 1887) and Algernon James (born in 

Castletown, 1889).  The family returned briefly to the island (Castletown) after the 

birth of Thomas Doug las, where Philip worked as a baker.  His older brother, 

John Thomas, was also living in Castletown at the time which might explain why 

Philip took his family there.   

 

In 1891, Philip Caine with his wife Elizabeth and two young sons migrated to the 

United  States17.  They made their home in Chicago, and the family became US 

citizens in 1898.  However, he did not continue his baker profession.  Soon after 

their arrival, he was listed in the Chicago City Director ies as a carpenter (1892, 

1900, 191018).  His son Algernon was also listed with the family in 1910.  T his same 

listing appeared over the next 20 years, (1894 and 1899 1902, 1903 and 1904) and a 

watchman (1898). However, in the census collections during the same period, 

Philip Caine claimed that he worked  ÐÕɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÖËÈàɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÛÌÙÔÌËɯɁÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɂɯɬ 

1900 (watchman), 1910 (police, but perhaps a watchman still).  Maybe he had a 

night job and a day job to support his family in their brave new world?  

 

/ÏÐÓÐ×ɀÚɯÊÏÖÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ"ÏÐÊÈÎÖɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÚɯÕÌÞɯÏÖÔÌɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÊÜÙÐÖÜÚɯÖÕÌ.  His cousin, Philip 

Crebbin Mylrea, had migrated to the United States just a year before and it is 

ØÜÐÛÌɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ/ÏÐÓÐ×ɯ"ÈÐÕÌɯÝÌÕÛÜÙÌËɯÍÖÙÛÏɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯÊÖÜÚÐÕɀÚɯÌÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÌÔÌÕÛȭɯɯɯ

However, Philip Crebbin lived in the Pennsylvania area, a considerable dis tance 

from Chicago, Illinois.  Sister Jane Callister had been living in New York for over 

twenty years but that too was a long way from Chicago.  

 

After two decades in the United States, this Mylrea family went to Canada.  At 

some time following the 1910 US Census, Philip Caine Mylrea and his wife made 

the journey to Canada; their sons would have been in their early twenties and 

quite possibly already there (for work or study perhaps).  The window for this 
                                                 
17   A Philip Mylrea sailed fro m New York to Liverpo ol on the Servia in 1892.  He was listed as a 

gentleman, and with no sign of a wife, it is not possible to determine whether this was Philip Caine 

Mylrea or Philip Crebbin Mylrea, his cousin.  
18   htt p://chicagoancestors.org/#tab-tools 
 

http://chicagoancestors.org/#tab-tools


second migration was 1911-1912 because a wedding notice for Thomas Douglas in 

1913 noted that he was from Toronto, Canada.  Philip Caine Mylrea died in 

Toronto in 1918. 

 

Thomas Douglas married American -born and college-educated Cornelia Virginia 

Harkness in 1914 and although four of their five children were  born in Canada in 

the period 1916-1921, their fifth child was born in the States where he became a 

professor of engineering at the University of Delaware.     

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornelia Virginia Harkness 

1921 

 

 

  
Grave of Thomas  Douglas, his wife and two of 

his daughters.  Homewood Cemetery, Pittsburg. 

Grave of his grandson Robert Douglas 

Andrews, who died at birth.  Long Island 

National Cemetery, Farmington. 

 

Algernon  James remained in Canada where he married Cora Ellen Myers in 1922, 

divorced in 1932, married again some time later.  Algernon continued to work in the 

insurance industry in Canada until he retired to Florida where he died in 1997.  He had 
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at least one child, a son James.  The Mylrea brothers were co-authors of a report into a 

fire in Canada in 1916. 

 

Of the five surviving children of Thomas Mylrea, the miller of Glen Wyllin , only one 

remained on the Isle of Man.  The others had made their homes in England, Canada and 

the United States. 

Thomas Mylrea & Mary Elizabeth Caine 
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X 

Thomas Douglas  

Algernon James  
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JANE 
(c1816-1872) 

 

ane was the surprise (late) inclusion in this story.  Her baptism was not amongst the 

×ÈÙÐÚÏɯÙÌÊÖÙËÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ(ÚÓÌɯÖÍɯ,ÈÕɯÉÜÛɯÏÌÙɯÌßÐÚÛÌÕÊÌɯÊÈÔÌɯÛÖɯÓÐÎÏÛɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÞill, 

where not only was  Jane named but also her husband, James Kissack, was identified. 

 

Jane married James Kissack in 1835 in Braddan, and the 1841 census shows that Jane and 

James lived quite close to her parents.  Her sister Elizabeth was also nearby with 

husband William Conwell.  Elizabeth and Jane and their families were both living in 

Tromode Road in Onchan in the 1861 census, a sign perhaps that these two sisters had a 

close bond. 

 

James Kissack was a flax preparer who, like Jane, had been born in Braddan.  They had 

ten children:  

ü Thomas (baptized 1837) 

ü William  (baptized 29th November 1840) 

ü Margaret Jane (baptized 1st January 1843) 

ü Philip  (baptized 1st December 1844)  

ü Sarah Ann (baptized 29th November 1846) 

ü James (baptized 18th March 1849) 

ü Edward (baptized 1850) 

ü Frederick (baptized 6th  April 1851; died 27th December 1854) 

ü Rebecca (baptized 30th October 1853) 

ü Robert Frederick (baptized 9th December 1855) 

 

The family continued to live  at Tromode Road, and James continued to earn his living as 

a flax dresser.  Jane died in 1872 and James in 1881.  Their legacy was 29 grandchildren, 

great grand children for Thomas Mylrea the farmer, of whom 25 survived to adulthood : 

­ Thomas married Ann Jane Cain in 1860 and they had 12 children.  He was a 

miller at Union M ills  

J 



­ William married three times:  Sarah Roney, Catherine Burne, Margaret Kelly.  He 

had four children with his first wife, Sarah  

­ Margaret Jane did not marry, or at least did not do so in her younger years.  She 

probably went to West Derby and worked as a domestic servant 

­ Philip married Ann Jane Cornish  in 1865.  They did not have a family and 

migrated to West Derby  

­ Sarah Ann married John Blair in 1866 and died 9 years later having had perhaps 

only one child, John Robert Horace Frederick.  John Blair was a bootmaker, an 

Irishman, and the family lived in Peel.  

­ James married twice: Elizabeth Clague, Catherine Louisa Kelly als Leece.  He had 

three sons with Elizabeth and another with Catherine.  He was a mariner 

­ Edward married Emily Margaret Corlett  in 1892.  They had four children  

­ Robert married Catherine Jane Corlett in 1882.  They had four sons and he 

worked as a farrier/blacksmith  

Jane Mylrea & James Kissack 
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Edward  

1850  

Frederick  

1851  

Rebecca  

1853  

Robert  

18 55  
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PHILIP  
(1817-1888) 

 

hilip,  the second son of Thomas Mylrea and Margaret  Cowin , became a 

schoolmaster.  He spent most of his life ÈÛɯ2Ûɯ,ÈÙÒɀÚȮɯa small village just north of 

Castletown in Malew.    The school was erected in 1815. 

It is a neat building, and has a house for the master attached. The school, which is well 

attended, is under the superintendence of Mr. Philip Mylrea ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭɯ×rovided 

the several farmers, Quarterland and Intack holders adjoining that neighbourhood, do in 

proportion to their respective holdings, for the use and benefit of the seats or sitting places, 

endow the said chapel with some yearly stipend or living to the officiating clergyman, for 

the time to come, who is to teach school for these subscribers, and to be paid viz., for 

children reading, per quarter, one shilling and twopence; for reading and writing, one 

shilling and ninepence; for reading, writing, and arithmetic, two shillings and fourpence; 

and for Latin, three shillings and sixpence. Therefore be it known, that we whose names are 

hereunto subscribed, do, in consideration of the seats of the said chapel, at the rate of ten 

pounds for each seat, promise and engage on our parts to endow and support the said 

chapel, for the time being, with such sum or sums of money as shall hereafter be respectively 

affixed to our names, having it severally in our option or choice to pay the same or the 

interest thereof yearly, at the rate of five pounds out of one hundred pounds.19 

 

The mail was collected and distributed ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ2Ûɯ,ÈÙÒɀÚɯÚÊÏÖÖÓ so Philip was also a Post 

Master.  He might have been only one of a few local residents sufficiently literate to 

manage the task. 

 

On 16th August 1849, Philip Mylrea married Margaret Crebbin in Malew.  He was 32 and 

Margaret , born in the neighbouring parish of Rushen, was 20. They had eight child ren: 

ü Philip Crebbin (baptised 10 th August, 1851) 

ü Margaret Ann (baptised 3 rd June, 1852) 

ü Sarah Jane (baptised 19th May, 1854) 

ü Susanna Mary (baptised 18th December, 1855) 

ü Agnes Eleanor (baptised 2nd April, 1858) 

ü Daniel Thomas (baptised 11th June, 1861) 

ü Arabella Frances (baptised 26th March, 1863; died 16th April, 1863) 

ü Alfred William (baptised 27 th December, 1864) 
                                                 
19   A Manx Note Book  
 

P 



 

Arabella Frances survived for less than a month  but the other children grew to 

adulthood.  In time, all three sons left the Isle of Man, while their four daughter s 

remained to raise another generation of Manx Mylreas.   

 

 ÍÛÌÙɯÈɯÓÐÍÌÛÐÔÌɯÖÍɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȮɯ/ÏÐÓÐ×ɯÙÌÛÐÙÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÏÐÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯ×ÖÚÛɯÈÛɯ2Ûɯ,ÈÙÒɀÚɯÐÕɯ

1883.  He and Margaret were living in Douglas  when Philip died in 1888 20, at 12 

Demesne Road.  Susanna Mary, who was 33 at the time, was also living with her 

parents.  She might have been the child whose role it was to care for the parents in their 

old age, for she remained single until both parents had died, and then she promptly 

married.  

 
Braddan Cemetery 

Section Two  

#1009  
 

In memory of PHILIP MYLREA late Schoolmaster of St Marks born Feb 15th (1817) died Sept 8th 1888  
also the Loved Mmeor f (?) MARGARET wife of the above born May 26th 1829 died March 6th 1902  
also ARABELLA FRANCES fifth daughter of the above born March 24th 1863 died April 16th 1863  
also ALFRED WILLIAM third son born Dec 27th 1864 died at South Brisbane, Australia August 14th 
1893  
also PHILIP eldest son died at Florida, USA May 12th 1926  

 

The Children 

­ Philip Crebbin  migrated to the U nited States.  He might have left the island in 

1890 because that was the year that he applied for American citizenship in 

Pennsylvania.   He married Mary Appleton in Warrington (Lancashire) in 1894, 

suggesting that he returned to England once he had secured his American 

citizenship.  In US census collections, he described himself as a stationery 

engineer.  In 1910, Philip and Mary were living in New Jersey.  They did not have 

children.   

 

­ Margaret Ann  married Alexander Speedie in 1878.  Speedie was a Scot who came 

as a youngster to the Isle of Man with his family.  His father had a 200 acre farm 

known as Ballavane at Malew which Alexander inherited.  Margaret Ann died 

when she was 29 years of age, leaving her husband and two small children: Philip 

Alexander  and Margaret Evelyn .  Alexander Speedie remarried and had a further 

nine children.  

 
                                                 
20    Isle of Man Times & General Advertiser 12th September 1888  
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­ Sarah Jane married Ceasar Corlett in 1879 in Braddan.  Ceasar was originally 

from  Santan and worked as a general labourer.  They had six children :  Daniel 

Mylrea, Philip Ceasar, Constance Eva, Dorothy Clair, Alfred Mylrea, and Evelyn 

Beatrice.  Alfred did not survive infancy but their two surviving sons joined the 

ranks of the professionals, Daniel as a chemist and Philip as a teacher.  Both also 

left the Isle of Man as young men. 

 

­ Susanna Mary was 47 when she was recorded as marrying Charles Herbert Bates 

or William Joseph Dawson in 1902.  She had lived with her mother in Clifton 

Terrace (Douglas) and kept a boarding house there, effectively giv ing her youth 

to her parents.  It was ÈÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÖÍɯÏÌÙɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯËÌÈÛÏ that she married.  

Curiously on the marriage record, the name William Joseph Dawson appears, and 

indeed Susannah M. Dawson (sic) was buried in 1932 aged 74 and William Joseph 

Dawson was buried in 1936 aged 70.  In the 1911 census, he was a school teacher 

born in Douglas and his wife Susanna Mary had been born in Malew.  Perhaps he 

ÞÈÚɯÈɯÊÖÓÓÌÈÎÜÌɯÖÍɯÏÌÙɯÍÈÛÏÌÙȮɯ/ÏÐÓÐ×ȮɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɯÖÍɯ2Ûɯ,ÈÙÒɀÚɯÐÕɯ,ÈÓÌÞȭɯɯ 

Who Charles Herbert Bates might have been is a mystery. 

 

­ Agnes Eleanor married Flaxney Stowell in 1880, and they lived in Castletown, 

Malew.  Flaxney was a well-known painter and decorator, artist, and lay preacher 

in the Primitive Methodist church.    The y had six children: Agnes, Jane Mylrea, 

Flaxney, Mylrea Quayle, Richard Lawson, and Philip Leighton.  

 

 

THE PARADE, CASTLETOWN was bought by Flaxney 

Stowell* for £150 in 1864. The house, which 

was always let, then passed through five 

generations of the Stowell family, before a 

member of the family made it thei r home and 

then sold the property in 1987. After two 

further owners this period property is now 

for sale for only the fifth time in 400 

years.  

 

*Flaxneyôs uncle,  but the house in which 

Agnesôs husband passed away in 1916. 

 

­ Daniel Thomas migrated to the UK , certainly by the time he was 20.  He became 

a draper, and married Elizabeth Potts in 1884 in Altricham, in Cheshire.  He 

remained in the clothing industry, becoming a manufacturer of lace and fancy 

goods21.  Their children were born in Sale (Cheshire) - Peter (1885), Margaret 

ȹƕƜƜƝȺɯÈÕËɯ%ÙÈÕÒɯȹƕƜƝƘȺȭɯɯ/ÌÛÌÙɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÈɯÚÛÖÊÒÉÙÖÒÌÙɀÚɯÊÓÌÙÒɯÈÕËɯ%ÙÈÕÒɯÈɯ

horticultural student.   Daniel Thomas and family would have called the Bucklow 
                                                 
21    1911 UK Census 



ËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯÖÍɯ"ÏÌÚÏÐÙÌɯɁÏÖÔÌɂȭɯɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÍÈÙɯÍÙÖÔɯ,ÈÕÊÏÌÚÛÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯÊÓÖÚÌɯÛÖɯ

Warrin gton where older brother Philip Crebbin had married and another branch 

of the Manx Mylrea clan (Basil of Peel) lived.  

 

  
 

­ Alfred William  was a 16 year old apprentice baker in 1881, and lived in Douglas.  

He died in Brisbane (Queensland, Australia) on 14th August 1893, aged 28 years22.   
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Peter  

Margaret  

Frank  

  

X 

 

 

 

                                                 
22    Isle of Man Times & General Advertiser , 30th September 1893 
 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2f/Bucklow_hundred_map.svg
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MARY  
(1819-1896) 

 

 

ary married James Shimmin on 16th December 1845 in Braddan.   James wÈÚɯɁÈɯ

ÓÈÕËÖÞÕÌÙɂɯÈÛɯ!ÈÓÓÈÊÖÙÙÐÚɯÐÕɯ2ÈÕÛÈÕ in 1871 and in 1881, he further reported 

ÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯɁÍÈÙÔÐÕÎɯƚƔɯÈÊÙÌÚɂȭ  They had six children, four girls and two 

boys:  

ü Thomas (baptized 15th November 1846) 

ü Ann (baptized 13 th March 1848) 

ü Margaret (baptized 4 th December 1849) 

ü Mary Eleanor (baptized 22nd August 1852) 

ü John (baptized 5th February 1855) 

ü Sarah Jane (baptized baptized 21st October 1858) 

 

Their second child, Ann, had  died before the 1861 census. 

 

James died in 1880 and Mary carried on at the farm with the help of son John, who in the 

1891 census was 34 and unmarried.   Two of her grand daughters, Edna Shimmin and 

Margaret A . Kissack, were also at the farm, working as domestic assistants.   

 

When the new century had rolled over, all but one of her children were married, the 

farm was gone and John was living with his sister Sarah Jane and her husband, William 

Henry Fargher, in Douglas.   

 

Geoff Mylrea Kneen, a descendants of Mary and James through their daughter Margaret 

who married John Kneen tells us:  

The surname Mylrea was adopted into the KNEEN family in 1882 when John Kneen & 

Margaret Shimmin had their son Thomas. They decided one of two things  a) that their 

eldest son should have Mylrea as his middle name  or b) they would bring down the name 

Thomas Mylrea from previous generations.   When Thomas grew up and married, he gave 

his eldest son Frank the middle name of Mylrea. We believe that this generation (Frank & 

Leslie Kneen) decided that the eldest son of the next generation should also have Mylrea as 

a middle name.  This was passed on to the next (current) generation when Geoff, oldest 

son of Leslie Kneen, was born.  He married but had no children and his brother Colin, who 

also married, had two daughters, so at that stage the family tradition did not continue.  

M 



 

Mary & James Shimmin 

M 1845 
 

THOMAS 

 

1846  

MARGARET 

 

1848  

ANN 

 

18 49  

MARY 

ELEANOR 

1852  

JOHN 

 

1855  

SARAH 

JANE 

1859  

 KNEEN  KELLY  FARGHER 

 

Son?  

 John  

Will iam  

Francis  

Jessie  

Lily  

Thomas  

   

X 
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WILLIAM  
(1827-1893) 

 

oungest son of Thomas the farmer, William , was baptised in Braddan on 

25th February, 182723.   He became a blacksmith24. 

 

At the age of 23, William married Mary Mylrea on 11 th July 1850 in the 

parish of KK Michael 25.  Despite her surname, Mary was no t a close relative of 

6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɀÚȭɯɯ'ÌÙɯfather, John Mylrea, had been born in the parish of Ballaugh in 

179126 and was the older son of Daniel Mylrea and Mary Hughes .  Daniel was from 

the Ballacooiley estate, a relatively large holding of about 100 acres in Ballaugh that 

had been in the Mylrea family for several centuries.  However, as the second son, 

Daniel did not stand to inherit and was obliged to strike out on his own.  Since 

)ÖÏÕɀÚɯÞÐÍÌɯ(ÚÈÉÌÓÓÈɯ0ÜÈàÓÌɯcame from KK Michael, it seems logical that his 

marriage was the reason for his living there.  In 1841, he worked on a farm in the 

area of Ballacanane Moar where he and Isabella raised four children, the youngest 

being Mary 27.   

 

Did William meet Mary when he was on a visit to big brother Thomas, the miller at 

Glen Wyllin, in KK Michael?   

 

In a few short years, William had made a transition from Braddan to KK Michael 

and then to Andreas, where he and Mary were living when their first child was 

born in 1851.   In all, they had ten children between 1851 and 1870:  

ü William (baptised 16 th March, 1851)28 

ü John (17th October, 1852)29, 30 

ü Mary Anne (baptised 21st October, 1854)31  
                                                 
23    LDS IGI 
24    1841 Census  IOM  
25    LDS IGI 
26    1861 Census IOM ² listed as MYBREA 
27    listed as MYBRIA in 1841 Census 
28    LDS IGI 
29    LDS IGI 
30    A much more detailed narrative about John  Mylrea  has been prepared by the author.  It is entitled 

John Mylrea 1852-1921 and available on http://www.mylrea.com.au 
 

 

Y 

http://www.mylrea.com.au/


ü Margaret (baptised 17th January, 1857)32 (born 25th August, 1856)33 

ü William (baptised 28 th October, 1858)34 

ü Thomas Daniel (baptised 28th April, 1861)35 

ü Philip Herbert (baptised 24 th May, 1863)36 

ü William Frederick (baptised 25 th June, 1865)37 

ü Elizabeth Jane (baptised 10th November, 1867)38(born 31st October, 1867)39  

ü Frances Emily (baptised 11th December, 1870)40 

 

Three of their children did not survive infancy.  The two Williams died of 

diphtheria [in 1854 and 1861 respectively] both aged 3, and Philip Herbert passed 

away in 186441.  At the age of 30, Mary Anne  also died, in 1885. 

 

The Old Andreas Yard t ells the sad story of the loss of these children. 

 

EE6 

In loving memory of MARY ANN eldest daughter of WILLIAM & MARY MYLREA, Village, 
Andreas who died April 15th 1885 aged 30 years 

To depart and to be with Christ which is for better 

WILLIAM, eldest son, died Sep 1854 aged 3 years 

WILLIAM third son died May 1861 aged 3 years 

PHILIP HERBERT fifth son died Aug 1864 aged 15 months 

 

In the 1881 census of the Isle of Man, William and Mary lived at Laurel Cottage in 

the parish of Andreas.  The remaining seven My lrea children lived with them .  Sons 

John and Thomas Daniel were blacksmiths like their father .  Daughters, Mary Anne 

and Margaret, were dressmakers, and 15 year old William Frederick was an 
                                                                                                                                                               
31    LDS IGI  
32    LDS IGI 
33    Birth date provided by Margaret®s g.granddaugher, Donna Bell. 
34    LDS IGI 
35    LDS IGI 
36    LDS IGI 
37    LDS IGI 
38    LDS IGI 
39    Birth date provided by Margaret®s g.granddaugher, Donna Bell 
40    LDS IGI 
41    See MIs in text  ² good example of how LDS & certifiable facts don®t coincide; LDS says William II 

died 1862; MI says ­61 
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apprentice draper.  The two youngest children, Elizabeth Jane and Frances Emily, 

were both scholars.  

 

Soon after the census, the family changed forever.  Mary Anne died, three of their 

children migrated to new lives on  the other side of the world, and just three of their 

ten offspring remained on the Isle of Man.   

 

William and Mary lived into old age and they are buried in the Andreas Old Yard, 

alongside the children who had died so young 42. 
 

EE5 

In loving memory of WILLIAM MYLREA, Village, Andreas born Feby 26th 1827 died July 9th 
1893 

also THOMAS DANIEL MYLREA, blacksmith, died Feby 22nd 1947 aged 85 years 

also MARY wife of WILLIAM MYLREA died Jany 31st 1911 aged 85 years 

 

Medicine Man 
William might have been a man with talents beyond blacksmithing.  He was said to 

have the ability to cure cancer.  
Specific instances of cures worked by Mylrea are well remembered in the North of the 

Island. His remedy extracted entire the superficial " cancer " or epithelioma, which in 

most cases grew on the lower lip, and may sometimes, I think, have been caused by 

smoking the old-fashioned clay pipe which has now gone out of use. A description of 

one typical cure will sufficeééé A Liverpool policeman named Crennell, a native of 

Bride, consulted the Liverpool Infirmary doctors about a growth of this kind on the left 

side of his lower lip. They said it must be cut out at once. He refused to have it cut, and 

told them he would ask for leave, go to the Isle of Man, and have it taken out by 

Mylrea. They replied, "If this man is successful, will you put the growth in spirit and 

bring it back for us to examine?" He promised to do so. When he reached the Island he 

went straight to Mylrea. Mylrea laid him on his back and took a long look at the 

cancer. At last he said,  
" Well, Crennell, I wish you had come a fortnight sooner. I believe 

I can draw i t out for you even now, but it will take longer and 

cost you a lot more pain."  

 

He then made a "patch "- a small poultice or plaster-and gave it to Crennell with 

instructions to wear it for two weeks. During that period he was to lie at night on his 

right side only, with the end of a lead pencil, or anything similar, in his mouth to run 

off the saliva; and he was to be careful not to let himself sink into a deep sleep lest he 

                                                 
42    Provided by Donna Douglass, Manx Genealogy Notice Board, 22 August 2007 
 



should swallow the " patch" In the daytime he was seen, by one of my informants, 

walking up and down on the shore with his head wrapped in a shawl, half mad with 

pain. At the end of the fortnight Mylrea pulled the cancer right out. The same 

informant, H-- of Ballagbenny, who saw it afterwards, describes it as resembling a 

leek, with little threadlike roots. Crennell gave it to the Infirmary doctors, and from it 

they learned, on dit, more about the matter than all their surgery had taught them. 

Mylrea had inherited the secret from his father and grandfather, and he passed it on to 

his son ; but the son was reluctant to use it because of its risky nature, the chief 

ingredient being arsenic, i.e. trioxide of arsenic, or its sublimation.
43

 

William ,àÓÙÌÈɀÚɯreluctant son was Thomas Daniel, his father Thomas Mylrea the 

farmer of Braddan, and his grandfather was William . 

William , the blacksmith of Andreas and a medicine man, was also a Primi tive 

Methodist lay preacher. 

The Children 

­ John left for  Australia  on the Garonne in 1882.  He was 31 years of age, and a 

blacksmith.  He soon settled in Ballarat, the epicentre of the gold mining 

boom in the state of Victoria.  There he married a young widow, Ellen Bull, 

who had two small children.  Ellen and John soon had two daughters of their 

own while John worked in various jobs, as the blacksmith trade was already 

becoming obsolete.  The family then moved to Melbourne , where John 

worked as a confectioner.  He died in 1921, and left his family comfortably 

well off for he had invested in real estate, owning his own home as well as 

three rental properties in inner Melbourne.  Neither of his daughters married 

and this fami ly line came to an end after just one generation. 

 

­ Margaret  went to the United States in 1889, and married Philip Henry Teare, 

also from the Isle of Man, in 1890.  They settled in Moscow, Idaho and had 

two/three children.  Philip was a farrier by trade and  became a farmer in rural 

Idaho. 

 

­ Thomas Daniel the blacksmith  remained at home with his widowed mother 

and youngest sister, Frances Emily.  At the age of nearly 50, he married Edith 

Elizabeth Christory on 29 th April, 1908 in the parish of Jurby 44.    Edith was a 

widow with two young sons at the time of their marriage.   Thomas kept the 

blacksmith shop going until his death in 1945, when the smithy was closed for 

ever45. 
                                                 
43   A Manx Notebook, Chapter 2 - Cures & Charms 
44   http://www.iomfhs.im/lawsons/marriages/m_mar.html  
45    McCambridge, S. (2005).  Andreas.  Manx Heritage Foundation. 

http://www.iomfhs.im/lawsons/marriages/m_mar.html
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­ William Frederick  (Wilfred) migrated to South Africa .  He was living in 

Durban when , at the age of 30, he married Ada Alice Shimmin at the Weslyan 

Church, Musgrave Road on the 11th May 189546.  He was a book-keeper.  Ada 

was also from the Isle of Man, a Wesleyan missionary who had been working 

in South Africa.  They had four children  Orry (who died early in life) , Wilfred 

Douglas ȹȱȱȭȭȺȮɯFrancis Radcliffe ȹȱȱȭȭȺȮɯÈÕËɯAda Mary Ethel .  Their 

descendants continue to live in South Africa.   

 

­ Elizabeth Jane (Bessie) married Robert Cormode of Knock-e-Nean (Andreas) 

in 189947.    Robert was a farmer from Andreas.  They had two daughters , 

Bessie and Ena. 

 

­ Frances Emily married Joseph Kaighin, in 1904 (13th February) at the age of 

34 in what seems to have been a deathbed marriage for Frances for she was 

buried three days later48. 

 

For a family so large, it is remarkable that only four of their children had children of 

their own; and that there w ere only  two males amongst the ten grandchildren , both born 

in South Africa . 

William Mylrea & Mary Mylrea 

M 1850 
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 BULL  TEARE  CHRISTORY  SHIMMIN  CORMODE KAIGH IN 

 Ida F. 
Bessie M.  

 
X 

Bessie 
M. 
Mylrea 
H.  

  
X 

 Orry  
Wil fred D.  
Francis  R. 
Ada 

Elizabeth  
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46    WFM Wedding Certificat e. 
47    LDS IGI  (Robert was baptized 24 Sept, 1865, s/o John Cormode & Catherine Garrett) 
48    Provided by Greg Kaighan Manx Genealogy Notice Board 26 August 2007 
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MIGRATION  
 

 

 

homas Mylrea was a farm worker all of his life.  He, with wife Margaret 

Cowin , lived to see their three surviving sons become productive members 

of the Manx community, Thomas was the in KK Michael , Philip as the  

schoolmaster in Malew , and William as a blacksmith  in Andreas.  In effect, 

these young men left not only the parish of Braddan but also a life of work in the 

fields, the only life their father had known.   On the other hand, their daughters 

maintained their close links to the land through thei r husbands ɬ all except Jane 

who  married a flax preparer . 

 

Thomas and Margaret saw the arrival of m ost of their 45 grandchildren.  Some of 

course did not reach adulthood but t he majority  did and went on to lead 

productive lives.  While most of them remained on the Isle of Man, several struck 

ÖÜÛɯÐÕɯÕÌÞɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÞÌÓÓɯÉÌàÖÕËɯÛÏÌɯÐÚÓÈÕËɀÚɯÚÏÖÙÌÚȭɯɯɯ 

 

Did Thomas and Margaret have the foresight to encourage their offspring to move 

ÉÌàÖÕËɯɁÈÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯÓÈÉÖÜÙÐÕÎɂ?  Did these children in turn encourage their own 

children to be brave?  This second generation was the one that took up the trades of 

baking, shoe making, carpentry, blacksmithing, and drapery ; some even ventured 

into realms that requir ed new levels of education ɬ book keeping and engineering.  

In a story that sums up the generational shifts in this family, Thomas Mylrea, farm 

worker of Braddan on the Isle of Man, became the great grandfather of Thomas 

Douglas Mylrea, professor of engineering at the University of Delaware in  the 

United States, and a man widely published in his field.  

 

What Thomas and Margaret could never have imagined was the extent of the 

migration of their descendants away from their Mylrea heartland.  These young 

people rose to the challenge (and the uncertainty ) of setting out on pathways that 

led to new lives in the UK, Australia, the United States, and South Africa.    

 

These adventurous grandchildren did not return  from distant places, and so the 

Manx Mylrea diaspora spread, taking root in A merica and South Africa.  

 

T 
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IN THE PAPERS 

 

The Isle of Man 
Weekly Advertising 
Circular . 8th July 1879 

 
sons and three daughters 

Manx Sun. 15th July 
1893 

 
Isle of Man Times. 
30th September 1893 



 

Manx Sun. 27th June, 
1903 
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ATTACHMENT 1    WILL OF THOMAS MYLREA, died BRADDAN, 1860 

 
 

  


